
The NEST
Nurturing. Encouraging. Students. Together.

January 14, 2026



Nest Events

Running Club: 
Thursday and Friday mornings @ 7:15 

(if it is not raining)

★ January 5-31
Krispy Kreme Fundraiser

★ January 12 -
Valentine Grams Sales

★ January 14-31:
See’s Candy Fun-Raiser

★ January 21: 
CA Fish Grill Dine Out

★ January 23: 
Travellin’ Tom’s Coffee

LOOKING AHEAD

★ Feb. 7 (tentative), with 
Feb. 21 as back-up

★ Beautification Day

February 8
eWaste

★ February 18
★ L&L Hawaiian Dine Out

 
★ February 23-27
★ Scholastic Book Fair

  



Treasurer Report



Financial Report:
Prepared 01-05-2026
As of 12-31-2025

Budget

Increased $20,000 from 
24-25 to pay for LIM, 

field trips, playground 
updates, & teacher 

stipend.

Line Item 25-26 Approved 25-26 Actual $ Remaining

Administrative $ 2,500 $ 1,696 $ 804

Assemblies $ 2,500 $ 1,503 $ 997

Beautification $ 1,000 $ 167 $ 833

Educational Materials/Software/Field Trips $ 27,000 $ 11,779 $ 15,221

Events $ 5,600 $ 5,025 $ 575

Health and Wellness/Nurse Supplies $ 1,000 $ 199 $ 801

Hickman Swag $ 2,000 $ 585 $ 1,415

Leader In Me $10,000 $3,611 $6,389

Library/PE/Playground $ 6,000 $ 2,235 $ 3,765

Running Club $ 750 $ 548 $ 202

Safety $ 1,000 $ - $ 1,000

Staff Appreciation $ 3,000 $ 1,427 $ 1,573

Student Recognition/Pledge Drive/Purple Up $ 2,000 $ 411 $ 1,589

Teacher Stipend & Yearbook $10,000 $2,296 $7,704

Total $ 74,350 $ 31,482 $ 42,868



VP of Fundraising 
Report:

● Monthly Fundraising Themes
● Fundraiser Updates
● Upcoming Fudraisers
● Ongoing Fundraisers



New, cause-specific monthly 
fundraising themes.

Monthly fundraisers help to 
supplement what may have fallen 
short after district funding, Fall 
Super Pledge, and Spring Fun Run.

Each month, funds raised will go 
directly to that month’s goal.



ONGOING FUNDRAISERS

$27.20

$156.17

$23.90 (2025)

Fundraising Report
FUNDRAISER UPDATES

Holiday Shop - $1800

Mrs. Fields - $2956.60

Jungle Tea/Little Caesars - 
$30

Raising Cane’s - $55

New Hickman Sponsor - Rite 
Click, LLC. - $500

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS

Krispy Kreme - ends 1/30

CA Fish Grill - 1/21

eWaste - 2/8

L&L Hawaiian - 2/18

Scholastic Book Fair - 2/23-2/27





Club Updates:
● Gardening Club 
● STEAM Committee
● 5th Grade Committee
● Scholastic Book Fair



Gardening committee
Garden Club (3rd-5th grades)

- Mondays & Fridays, 11:30am - 12pm

Class Visits / STEAM (all grades)

- Help classes explore, taste and learn in the garden

- Schedule determined by class teacher

- Friday, Jan. 16, 9:30 - 10am: garden science 
lesson with Mrs. Carroll’s 4th grade class

Beautification Day
- Feb. 7 (tentative), with Feb. 21 as back-up

And more! Scan the QR code to sign up

Did you know? ~50 students visit the garden each week!



STEAM Committee 
Are you interested in bringing more hands-on science and creative technology activities to Hickman?

We are looking for volunteers to help promote engaging programs in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics.

Our goals include:

✓Bringing more hands-on science programming
✓Supporting Science Saturday
✓Exploring new technology and art projects
✓Developing fundraising ideas and grants to support our initiatives
✓STEAM in the Garden -a collaboration between our committees

First in person meeting: January 22 at 5:30PM at Embolden Brewery
Join Us!! STEAM@hickmannest.com

mailto:STEAM@hickmannest.com


5th Grade Committee 

Valentines Day Grams are Available

● Grams are $1 each and include a 
special treat

● Sale runs until Friday February 6th
 

● Grams will be delivered in class 
on Thursday, February 12th.  



5th Grade Committee 

Sees Valentines Day Candy

● Purchase sweet treats for your 
friends and family.

● Sale runs thru January 31.

● Proceeds benefit 5th grade 
promotion and end of year 
activities.



Scholastic Book Fair

Fair Dates: February 23rd - 27th

Teacher Visits: You can volunteer during your 
kiddos class visit!

Parent volunteer sign ups open - QR code 
available at the end of this presentation.

● Setup
● Class Shopping / Before & After school

○ Register
○ Help students with money
○ Keep fair tidy & stocked

● Tear down after movie night on 
Friday, February 27th

Fair website & Create E-wallet: https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/hickmanelementaryschool



50th Anniversary - Amy Dichoso



Holiday Shop -Volunteers Needed!!!

Volunteer Hours:

● Setup: Thursday, December 4, Time TBD
● Monday - Wednesday: 7:30-8am & 2:20-2:50pm
● Thursday: 7:30-8am & 2:20-2:50pm
● Friday: 7:30-8am & 2:20-2:50pm; clean-up after

Scan the QR Code or sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49ADAD2AA2FA7-60309072-2025

The Hickman Holiday Shop is one of our most heartwarming fundraisers of the year!

It gives students a chance to experience the joy of giving while picking out special gifts for family 
and friends, all while helping raise funds to support our school programs.

We need your help to make it a magical experience for all our little shoppers!



Upcoming Fundraisers

Now - November 14
Thursday, December 4

Wednesday, November 19 Sat & Sun, December 13-14

Friday, December 19



Ongoing Fundraisers



Hickman Sponsors
For a $500 donation to the NEST, your business will get the following:

● Proud School Sponsor Banner in front of Hickman Elementary School
○ 2’x3’ banners on Montongo St.

● Your logo & URL added to weekly ClassDojo for HES
○ More than 1000 recipients each week

● Your logo and web link added to the NEST website

Email fundraising@hickmannest.com for more details

https://www.hickmannest.com/
mailto:fundraising@hickmannest.com


Dine Out Initiatives:

Kabob Shop: $745.38
Chipotle: $347.98
Chick-fil-A: $171.76
Annapurna: TBD
El Pollo Loco: $118.17
Urbane Cafe: TBD

Every time you join us for a dine-out event, you’re directly supporting our students 
and classrooms! These events make a real impact on our fundraising goals, helping 
us provide even more resources and opportunities. With many more coming up this 
year, we’d love for you to grab a bite and help us reach new heights for our school!



Upcoming Fundraisers

Saturday, April 26

Thursday, March 13

Family Art Night



Online Fundraisers:

You can also purchase SpiritWear 
directly from the NEST at various 

events!

Spring into action! Help us reach our 
goal of $700 by March 11! Stay tuned for 

the link to our virtual candy store. 



Last Call for Current Fundraisers:
It’s not too late to participate in the fundraisers below! Place 
your order now and make a difference before time runs out!

Last day to order 
Square 1 Art items is  

tomorrow, Nov. 8

Ms. Fields cookie 
sale runs from 11/1 

through 11/18

Believe Kids 
Sales end 11/15



VP of Volunteering
Report ● Scholastic Book Fair



Scholastic Book Fair Coming Up -Volunteers Needed!!!
Book Fair Hours (February 23-27):

● Monday: 7:30 AM - 8:00 AM and 2:20 PM - 2:50 PM
● Tuesday: 7:30 AM - 8:00 AM and 2:20 PM - 2:50 PM
● Wednesday: 7:30 AM - 8:00 AM and 2:20 PM - 2:50 PM
● Friday: 7:30 AM - 8:00 AM and 2:20 PM - 2:50 PM; 8:00pm (to help pack up the book fair)

The book fair will also be open for family movie night on Friday, February 27th from 6:00 PM - 
8:00 PM.

Volunteer Opportunities:
We’re looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help make this a fun and organized experience for the 
students. Volunteer duties include:

● Assisting students with managing their budgets
● Adding up item costs and calculating total expenses (including sales tax)
● Running the cash register (training provided)
● Keeping the fair tidy and restocked
● Managing traffic flow during busy times

Scan the QR Code or sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49ADAD2AA2FA7-61519554-2026#/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B49ADAD2AA2FA7-61519554-2026#/


A HUGE Thank you to Volunteers!
Please raise your hand and be recognized if you volunteered for Hickman 
and/or the NEST this year!



New Business/ 
Roundtable:

● 2026-27 NEST Board Elections



NEST Board Elections:
● Timeline:

○ Deadline to submit nominations: Monday, March 15, 2026
○ Elections: Monday, April 13, 2026
○ New position announcements during Open House on April 16th, 2026

● Expectations:
○ Monthly board meetings with Mrs. Beane (first Tuesday of every month @ 8:15 am)
○ Committee Chairs: Depends!
○ Approving expenditures by vote; not applicable to in training roles (email is acceptable)

● Available Roles:
○ President
○ Vice President- Fundraising
○ Vice President- Volunteers
○ Vice President - Communications 
○ Treasurer in training (Patty will remain treasurer to offer support and transition)
○ Secretary



● 5th Grade Committee/4th Grade Committee 

● Gardening Club Committee 

● Military Family/Purple Up Committee 

● Book Fair Committee 

● Hickman Hallows Committee

● Science Night Committee 

● Heritage Night Committee

● Square1 Art Committee

● Running Club 

● Yearbook Committee 

● Website Coordinator

NEST ELECTIONS: Committee Positions



Elections



● Contact Info: We have new emails!  
● Dominique Fite, President: president@hickmannest.com 
● Claire Gorsuch, VP Fundraising: fundraising@hickmannest.com
● Scott Eisold and Pascale Susi, VP Volunteers: volunteers@hickmannest.com 
● Amy Dichoso, VP of Communications
● Patty Kotnik, Treasurer, treasurer@hickmannest.com 
● Jennifer Bennett, Secretary, secretary@hickmannest.com
● nestboard@hickmannest.com 

● Follow us on:
● www.hickmannest.com
● Facebook: TheHickmanNEST
● Instagram: hickmannest  

Contact Info

mailto:president@hickmannest.com
mailto:fundraising@hickmannest.com
mailto:volunteers@hickmannest.com
mailto:treasurer@hickmannest.com
mailto:secretary@hickmannest.com
mailto:nestboard@hickmannest.com
http://www.hickmannest.com

